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her own needs. There has been a corresponding decline in the
imports of cotton goods from Lancashire, with sad results for the
Lancashire cotton workers. Imports of Lancashire goods have
fallen from 3000 million yards before 1914 to little more than a
tenth of that quantity, and consist mainly of fine cloth. An im-
portant contribution to this result has been the tariff imposed by
the Indian Government to protect the industry from the competi-
tion not only of Britain but of Japan.

The jute industry was originally an entirely British, and more
particularly Scottish, enterprise, developed during the latter half
of the nineteenth century. Unlike the cotton mills, the jute rniUs
cater mainly for export. They are almost entirely limited to
Bengal, the chief jute-growing province, and are mainly concen-
trated on the banks of the Hooghly, near Calcutta. At one time,
much of the jute crop was exported raw in bales of fibre, mainly
to the jute factories of Dundee, but now more than half the crop
is woven in the Indian mills into sandbags, sacks, and coarse cloth
called hessian. It is the cheapest and strongest packing cloth, in the
world, and raw jute and manufactured jute together headed the
list of India's exports in money value before the war. Jute was
Germany's main import from India, The industry has gone
through some bad times from over-production, but the war has
brought a great new demand, especially for sandbags by the
thousand million.

Until recent years, Indian capital fought very shy of business
enterprise on a large scale. The jute, tta, coal, and shipping in-
dustries are the creation of British pioneers, who took the risks
attendant on developing industry, arranging for distribution of
goods, establishing markets, and training labour. They paved die
way for Indian industrialists, who gradually brought in Indian
capital, To-clay it is reckoned that 70 per cent of the capital eve&
of British-managed jute mills is in Indian hands.

The cotton industry has been from the first mainly an Indian
enterprise, and so has another great but much younger industry,
Aat of iron and steel It was a member of the well-known Tata